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Hoegemeyer peers into com’s future

By ANN TONER

corn genetics, but much remains

to be learned, Tom Hoegemeyer,
chief technology officer of Hoegemeyer
Hybrids, told a large field day audience
late this summer.

“With sequencing, you can go into
the DNA, look at it piece by piece, and
know the genetic code. But that doesn’t
tell you what it does,” he says.

Plant genetics are complicated, due
in part to photosynthesis activities.
There are 23,000 genes in a human and
about 50,000 genes in a corn plant.
There are three to five races of people
and 250 races of corn.

Some of the new hybrids that are
under development have genetic ma-
terial from Central America and South
America, the plant breeder says. Further
down the line, there will be more corn
varieties bred for different end uses,

HESEARCHERS know a lot about

with special amino acids to suit their
uses.

Farmers will be seeing drought-tol-
erant corn varieties by 2015 and 2020, he
says. Coming soon in disease-resistant
traits is anthracnose resistance.

Hoegemeyer also foresees improve-
ments coming in the nitrogen-use ef-
ficiency of corn. Currently, only about
50% of the available nitrogen is captured

by the corn plant.
“We need to control what’s stealing
yield from us,” Hoegemeyer says.

Planting advice

Plant corn when soil temperatures reach
50 degrees F or are rapidly warming to
that temperature, advises Roger Elmore,
Iowa State University agronomist and
former University of Nebraska agrono-

mist. Elmore addressed the crowd at
the Hoegemeyer Hybrids field day.

Yields are reduced more by planting
too late rather than too early. Research
at lowa State finds only a small yield
loss with very early planting of corn.
Planting 10 days before the optimum
window is a safer practice than planting
10 days after the optimum planting
window, according to Elmore.
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September 1-3, 2009
Stock # Description Qty | Price Ea. | S&H Ea. | Extended Price Decatur, lllinois
FT-0927 Massey Ferguson 9895 Pedal Combine $250.00 Included Send Orders To:
FT-0763 Gleaner A85 Pedal Combine $250.00 Included SS:I N M; dsf: o
FT-0759 AGCO DT275B Pedal Tractor $200.00 | Included PO Box 327
FF-0427 Red Grain Cart $ 45.00 | $12.00 Dyersville, IA 52040
FH-JLE578DS | 1/16 NH Boomer 8N $ 50.00 $ 7.50 Phone: 800-860-2436 ext. 1
FU-0653 1/64 Oliver 2655 4WD $ 1500 | $ 500 Fax: 563-875-8004
FU-0654 1/64 White Plainsman A4T-1600 $1500 | $ 500 toys@scalemodelioys.com
FU-0655 1/64 WEFE 4-270 $ 20.00 $ 5.00 ’ ¥s
Toys are manufactured in the USA. Due to possible changes in specifications,
Scale Models reserves the right to change products and details without notice. Subtotal
Ship To: IA Res. Add 7% Tax
Name Total S&H o AmeeatiC
Total AGG Gorporaion. D, G, USA
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